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Fleming Island High School

Golden Eagle Band

2009-2010 “Things to Know” 
Behind every great band are great band parents!
Band Website:          




Mara Rys, Band Director:          

www.fiband.com




mrrys@mail.clay.k12.fl.us 

Susan Alevy, Band Boosters President:

Band Room Phone #:


qalevy@comcast.net       



215-6565
One of the most important needs of the band is your support.  Please volunteer and attend as 

many events as you can – you don’t have to be an official chaperone.  Most events 

encourage parents’ attendance.  Put the upcoming activities on your calendar today!

Performances and Competitions
Marching Season:  This is when the band performs at football games and competitions, performing their show.  The band travels to all away games and is at all home games.  The band plays in the stands along with performing their show either at half time or post game.  

Concert Season:  Once marching season is completed, concert season begins.  This includes performances and competitions in either concert or symphonic band. 

Pre-Fest:  This is a practice performance for the district MPA.  Schools from the entire district perform their show for the directors to assess.  

Marching/Concert Music Performance Assessment (MPA):  Every band in the state is evaluated and earns different levels of distinction (Fair, Good, Excellent, Superior).  Music is performed by the marching band, concert/symphonic band, jazz ensemble, solos/other ensembles at the district and state level.  FIHS will host the District Marching MPA on November 7th.  

Florida Marching Band Coalition (FMBC):  This organization hosts regional and statewide competitions.  This year’s regional competition will be at Middleburg High School on October 10th and state will be on November 21st in Tampa.
Holiday Concert:  Multiple parts of the band perform holiday music along with chorale department.  This year’s concert is on December 9th at 7:00 pm.
Island Sites and Sounds (ISS):  This is a winter drumline and winter guard competition which is held at FIHS, usually in February.
Spaghetti Supper:  This is a fundraiser at which many parts of the band perform, along with some junior high groups.    
Kaleidoscope:  This is a showcase of everything that the students have done throughout the school year.  The marching band, concert/symphonic bands, jazz ensemble, solos and other ensembles with superior MPA distinctions, velocity winter drumline, and winter guard perform.   The performances are held in the cafeteria, with the drumline and guard performances in the gym.

Spring Concert:  This concert highlights the music that the band groups have been practicing in winter and spring.
Groups Within the Band
Concert Band:  This is comprised band students who practice concert music.
Symphonic Band:  Symphonic band is a more advanced level of concert band and students must try out for a position. 
Jazz Ensemble:  This specific ensemble is an audition-based group which practices after school and is counted as a 7th period.
Color Guard:  This group is apart of the full band and performs the show with them.
Ensemble:  Groups of two or more students within the band that perform and compete.
Velocity:  The winter drumline is called velocity.  Auditions are held after marching season and competitions are held from February through April.  Their website is www.fidrumline.com 
Winter Guard:  Auditions for this competition-based group are held after marching season and runs from February through April.
Band Boosters/Meetings:  All parents are automatically apart of the Band Booster Association.  In order for the band to be successful, we need all parents to participate in and support the boosters’ efforts.  There is a Band Booster Board which helps organize the group. Parent meetings are held in the media center at FIHS every 2nd Monday of the month at 6:30 pm.  
***The first meeting this year will be during our camp barbeques on August 22nd at 4:45.  
Please come to hear how you can be involved!
 

Band Booster Parent Meetings:  2nd Monday of every month (except December) from 6:30 pm until 7:30 pm in the FIHS Media Center:
 

September 14th    

October 12th   

November 9th     

January 11th   

February 8th   

March 8th  

April 12th  

 

 

Band Booster Board Meetings:  4th Monday of every month (except December and May) from 6:30 pm until 7:30 pm - locations TBA. 
 

September 28th   

October  26th   

November 30th (5th Monday)  

January 25th  

February 22nd    

March 22nd   

April 26th   

May TBA 

Section Leaders:  These students help instruct, motivate, and make sure his/her section runs smoothly.

Drum Majors:  These students conduct and lead the entire band.

Leadership:  Held on Wednesdays from 2:45 pm until 3:30 pm, this meeting is for drum majors, section leaders, and any students interested in learning more about leadership. 

Volunteers:  We could not operate the band without our wonderful volunteers.  We need ALL parents to volunteer their time, talents, and/or support in order to have a successful band program.  Many of the events for which we need volunteers are fundraisers.  Especially with all the education cuts, it is more important than ever to give even a small amount of your time.  Everyone can fill a need since we need volunteers for a wide variety of activities, dates, and times.
Chaperones:  These are volunteers who are specifically trained to chaperone band events and trips. 
Concessions:  This is our largest fundraiser and where we have our greatest need for volunteers.  There are many ways to help.  Please make sure to sign up! 

Miscellaneous Activities and Information   

“If you’re in town, come on down”:  During the summer, if students would like to get in extra practice, Mrs. Rys will be available in the band room from 6:00 pm until 8:00 pm on:  June 29th, July 13th, and July 27th.
Summer Percussion Camps:  These camps will be from 9:00 am until 5:00 pm on:  June 13th, June 27th, and July 18th. 
Kickoff Classic:  This is the first football game; however, it is not considered as apart of the regular football season – similar to a preseason game.

Gold Rush:  This is the Homecoming pep rally, which starts with a parade and ends in the stadium.  The band marches and plays.
FSU Band Day:  This is a trip for students to Florida State University.  They have the opportunity to experience a college band by watching the Marching Chiefs warm up and sitting next to them during the game.  The specific date and costs will be announced at a later date.
Awards Banquet:  The student band leadership is responsible for hosting this end of the year event, from selling tickets, to decorating, to clean up.  This is also an opportunity to honor the graduating seniors.   

Financial Responsibilities and Other Requirements
Camp Fee:  This year camp fee is $75.00 and is due no later than August 10th.  
Section Leaders/Drum Majors:  August 6th and 7th from 9:00 am until 4:00 pm
Music Camp:  August 10th – 14th from 9:00 am until 4:00 pm (bring lunch)  

Show Camp:  August 18th – August 22nd from 11:00 am until 7:00 pm (bring snacks); with exceptions:

*Pool party at the Eagle Harbor Swim Park:  August 20th from 5:00 pm until 8:00 pm (tentative)
*August 22nd from 9:00 am until 3:00 pm; Band Booster Board Meeting at 4:45 pm; Barbeque Dinner and Show Performance 5:15 pm
Fair Share:  This year’s fee is $175.00 for the 1st child; $100.00 for the 2nd child; $50.00 for the third child.  Payment can be made at once or installments as follows:

$75.00 Due No Later Than – September 18th 


$50.00 Due No Later Than – October 9th

$50.00 Due No Later Than – October 29th 
Uniform Fee:   This year’s fee is $80.00 and due by September 3rd.  The fee covers the maintenance, dry cleaning, and repairs for the uniforms.
A band t-shirt will be provided to each member and will be required for certain events and they will also be issued a uniform and helmet.  Our uniform coordinator is responsible for dry cleaning the uniforms, but we cannot get them cleaned often.  Students are encouraged to be careful while wearing them.  
Along with the provided uniform, the students must wear black socks and black FIHS band shoes.  These shoes will be available for purchase at camp, August 13th for $24.00.  
Other Items for Sale:  Band bags, sweatshirts, t-shirts, DVD’s, etc. will be for sale throughout the year.  More information to come.
Checks and Payments:  Please make all checks payable to FIHS, but make sure the student’s name is written clearly in the memo box.  Payments can be turned in to the “Band Box” – a locked box in Mrs. Rys’ office.  

*Tracy Penrod, Treasurer, is always available to answer questions or check balances.  
She can be reached at 215-2142 or trabran@comcast.net. 

Fundraising:  We offer a wide variety of fundraising opportunities for the students to earn money towards their individual accounts and the band general fund.  Each family is required to raise at least $25.00 profit from fundraisers to go towards the general band fund.  
Practices:  These are mandatory and must be prior excused through Mrs. Rys.

Mondays from 5:30 pm until 8:30 pm – guard and percussion practice


Tuesdays from 2:15 pm until 4:45 pm – full band rehearsal 


Thursdays from 2:15 pm until 4:45 pm – full band rehearsal 

